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Visiting Bell Ringers Safeguarding Agreement

All bell ringers have a responsibility to ensure they are following appropriate safeguarding protocols to ensure the protection of children, young people, and vulnerable adults. Locally this is managed by the Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan safeguarding teams who maintain an oversight of the requirements in local towers. However, for visiting bands, this oversight retains with the bands home towers and home diocese. For this reason, it is required to collect additional information from visiting bands coming from outside of the Guild area, which includes confirmation that the band is following the appropriate safeguarding protocols. 
This agreement, as approved by the Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan safeguarding teams, sets out the requirements of any visiting band from outside of the Guild area. 
When ringing at a tower within the Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers all visiting ringers agree to;
1) Confirm they are following the safeguarding policies and training requirements of their own home tower and home diocese. 

2) Supply a full list of names of all those who were in the tower during the visit – this includes all ringers, non-ringers, parents, children, or other people present in the tower. This can be in a “visitors book” or a list submitted to the local tower contact. 

3) Provide the name and contact details of the person making the booking, such that they can be contacted if there are any safeguarding concerns following the visit. 

4) Provide the name and contact details of the person responsible for safeguarding relating to the visiting band, such that they can be contacted if there are any safeguarding concerns following the visit. This is usually either the tower captain or tower safeguarding officer. 

5) If any of the visiting ringers are subject to a safeguarding agreement, safety plan, are the subject of a court order such as a registered sex offender or sexual harm prevention order, or are the subject of a current safeguarding concern or investigation, details must be supplied to the Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers safeguarding officer and the relevant home diocese safeguarding manager must be informed in advance of the visit. This information should be provided at the time of booking the visit.

6) Report any safeguarding concerns, without delay, to the Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers safeguarding officer (safeguarding@wpbells.org).
No liability for failing to follow this agreement lies with either the Church hosting the visitors, the local band of ringers, the local parish, diocese or the Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers.
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Visiting Bell Ringers Safeguarding Agreement



Visiting Band Name/Description: 


Visiting Band Home Tower/s: 
(if from multiple towers, please list all)


Visiting Band Home Diocese/s: 
(if from multiple dioceses, please list all)


Date and Time of the visit:  
 

Nature of visit: (Tour/QP/Peal)

Name and contact details for the organiser of the visiting band: (email/phone no)



Contact details for the person responsible for safeguarding matters relating to the visiting band (name + email/phone no)
(This is usually the tower captain or tower safeguarding officer. If a band is comprised of ringers from multiple towers, the organiser of the ringing should be listed)



I agree that I will follow the visiting ringers safeguarding agreement and will ensure all those who attend the tower are aware of these requirements and also agree to follow them.


Signed:						      Dated:

This form will be kept in line with Church of England guidance, by the parish where you have requested to ring. 
Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild of Change Ringers, Dec 2024.
Approved by both the Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan safeguarding teams Nov 2024.
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